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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG  Good nor ni ng,
everyone. Please be seated. W're here this
nmorni ng i n Docket 18-094, which is a petition
by Northern Utilities to expand its franchise

territory into Epping. W're here for a

prehearing conference, which wll be foll owed
by a technical session. | know we have sone
petitions to intervene, which we'll get to in
a nonent. But before we do that, let's take

appearances from Northern, the OCA and Staff.

MR. EPLER. Good norning, M.

Chai rman and Conmmi ssioners. Gary Epler,
appearing on behalf of Northern Uilities.
Thank you.

MR KREIS: Good norning. |'mD.
Maurice Kreis, the Consunmer Advocate, here on
behal f of residential utility custoners.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Let's hear
fromthe prospective intervenors. M. Mher,
| see you back there.

MR MAHER: Good norning. Eric
Maher, Donahue, Tucker & G andella, on behalf

of the Town of Epping.
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CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. M. Sheehan.

MR. SHEEHAN: Good norning. M ke
Sheehan from Liberty Uilities (EnergyNorth
Nat ural Gas) Corp.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Is there
anyone el se here that wants to i ntervene or
IS representing a prospective intervenor?

[ No verbal response]

CHAI RVAN HONI GBBERG. Al l right.
M. Epler, is there any -- I"'msorry. |
ski pped Staff. |'ve done that before.

M5. ROSS: Good norni ng,

Comm ssioners. Anne Ross for Conmm ssion
Staff. And with ne today is Steve Frink,
director of the Gas and Water Division, and
Al ex Speidel, Staff attorney.

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG.  Sorry about
t hat, Ms. Ross.

M. Epler, does the Conpany have
any position on its Petition to Intervene?

MR EPLER: Yes, M. Chairman.

Thank you. We have no objection -- sorry.

We have no objections to the Town of Epping' s

petition, but we do object to the petition of
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Li berty Utilities.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG.  Have you fil ed
anyt hi ng?

MR EPLER: No, we haven't fil ed.
| am prepared to address it orally this
norning if you wanted to take argunent.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Sure. What is
your position then?

MR EPLER: Well, first, let ne
state, you know, normally we appreciate the
opportunity to work with our brethren
utilities, and we have nany tines in the
past. W currently work with the utilities
and appreciate the collegial relationship
that we have. But in this instance, we do
oppose their intervention in this docket,
essentially for three reasons. One is we
don't believe that the rights that they claim
or the interests they claimare really ripe
for consideration as an intervenor. W note
that RSA 374:27 states that any grant of a
franchi se by the Conm ssion nust be exercised
wthin two years. Northern Uilities can

stand before you today and say that if we
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were granted our petition by the Conm ssi on,
we could definitely fulfill that requirenent.
Li berty, | believe, cannot. Their interests
and their ability to serve Epping is
conpl etely dependent on the conpl etion of
their Granite Bridge project that's before
you i n anot her docket. And there are a
nunber of approvals that they nust receive
not only fromthis Conm ssion, but fromthe
Site Evaluation Commttee as well, and then a
significant construction project with a
l engthy tine period. So, certainly before
any possibility of serving Epping, all those
contingencies would have to be net. And
given that it is such a |arge project, the
si gni fi cant anmount of capital and
construction, | think it's hard to say
exactly when they would be able to serve
Epping. So | don't think that their interest
is ripe at this tine.

Secondly, they seemto tie their
intervention on the issuance of a request for
proposal that the Town of Epping i ssued on

July 16th. | don't know if the Conm ssion
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has seen that RFP. | believe that the Staff
just recently received the copy. | do have
copi es here | can provide the Conmi ssion if
you' d like to see that.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG.  Sure, we'l|l
take it. | don't think we're aware of what
you' re tal ki ng about, though.

(M. Epler distributes docunent to
Conmmi ssi oners.)

MR EPLER: And | don't want to
speak for the Town of Epping. | think they
could address this if they want to. But our
understanding of this RFP is that the Town is
| ooking for information fromutilities
interested in serving the town so that they
can nmake a recommendati on to the Conmi ssi on.
So we don't really have any objection to this
RFP, and we intend to respond and to provide
information to the Town, because if the Town
Is an intervenor, they would have the
opportunity to request simlar information
t hrough di scovery. So, either way, we
wel come the opportunity to provide

information to the Town. W have presented
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to the Town, to the board of sel ectnen, our
proposal to serve the town. And we have
indicated to the Town, to its attorneys, that
we're available to neet at any tine to give
further detail on that application.

But Liberty's petition states that
their intent to conpete for the franchise --
well, before that, they say that they're
intending to respond to this RFP. And, if
sel ected by Epping, Liberty intends to file a
franchi se request with the Conm ssi on.

Again, while we respect the Town of Epping' s
request for infornmation and understand their
Interests, given that the inpact that any new
utility service would bring to a town, we
don't think that the Town really has any
authority here over the grant of a petition.
That's solely wthin the discretion of the
Conmm ssion. And the reasons for that are
obvious: |If towns had authority over the
grant of petitions, you could wind up with
really a patchwork of situations where towns
ask for different types of things, taking

Into account the different types of interests
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than the interests that the Comm ssion is
tasked wth considering when considering the
grant of a franchise. |In fact, you could
have a situati on where a town coul d
strategically block any further expansion by
any utility because of the | ocation they
happen to be in. So, clearly the statute
schene is to give the authority to the
Conmi ssi on.

So, tying their intervention to the
outcone of the Town's consideration really
doesn't seemto nmake any sense. Certainly we
filed our petition on or about, | think,

June 4th. And if Liberty is interested in
serving, they're welcone -- they could have
filed a petition to serve the franchise in
the interim You know, since we filed,
they're welcone to file, obviously, a
petition with the Conm ssion at any tine.

But certainly intervening in our application
doesn't nake sense at this point.

We'd al so note that the other
consi deration that the Conm ssion should take

Into account in considering intervention is
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if the interests of justice and the orderly
conduct of the proceedi ngs woul d not be

i npaired by allowing the intervention. W
believe in a situation |like this, where any
possibility of service by Liberty to Epping
woul d be so contingent on Granite, that we
think this would really confuse the
proceedi ng, and there woul d be these other

i ssues involved that would really distract
fromwhat is | think a very clean petition by
Northern to serve the town.

See if there's anything else. |I'm
avai | abl e to answer any questions. And
certainly, if the Conm ssion would prefer, we
could follow up by a witten response. But
I"'mwilling to take your advice on it.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBBERG. Al l right.
W'll circle back in a nonent. Let's deal
with the Town of Epping real quick. | assune
there is no objection to the Town's
I ntervention?

[ No verbal response]
CHAI RVAN HONI GBBERG. Al l right.

That intervention is granted.

10
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M. Sheehan, you want to respond to
M. Epler?

MR. SHEEHAN. Yes, please. CQur
reason for intervening in this docket is not
to oppose Northern's request. It's just
sinmply to advi se the Conm ssi on of what
you' ve been advised of this norning, that the
Town of Epping has started a process where it
i ntends to choose which of the two conpanies
it prefers. | agree that the Town of Epping
does not have authority to grant a franchi se.
That is for you. However, the franchise
statutes do place weight on the preferences
of the town under the public interest
standard. That was a factor that caused the
Comm ssi on pause in the Hanover-Lebanon
docket. And | think you would | ook carefully
at what Epping preferred in this docket.

Eppi ng has expressed to us -- we
have net with themmany tines -- that the
timng of us beginning service is not an
issue. M. Epler is correct that it will be
a few years until we could serve Epping. The

Granite Bridge pipeline needs to be approved

11
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and built. That does not cause Epping
problens. |If they decide Liberty is a --
offers a better package of service than

Nort hern and they choose Liberty, they're
wlling to wait. It is obviously a

many- decade comm tnent, and they're not going
to get hung up on the start of it being held
up by a coupl e years.

So, as | stated in the Petition to
I ntervene, we are here because we want to
advi se the Conmm ssion that awardi ng Northern
t he franchise now would interfere with our
ability to request a franchise in the future
shoul d Eppi ng select us as a wnner of their
RFP. We do have rights, therefore, in this
proceedi ng to put a pause on that until the
Comm ssi on can adequately wei gh Epping's
concerns or preferences.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. That doesn't
sound right to ne. Howis -- you have no
petition on file. So how can a hypot heti cal,
t hought - deepl y- about petition have rights?

It makes it different fromthe situation with

Hanover - Lebanon, where by the tine we got to

12
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the first prehearing conference, we had two
petitions. And we did grant intervenor
status to Liberty in the Valley G een
petition, and to Valley Geen, | think, in
the Liberty petition. There were limts

pl aced. You couldn't see confidenti al
information. There was sone restrictions
pl aced. But you got intervenor status in
those. But in those two situations, both
petitions were on file. This seens different
her e.

MR SHEEHAN:. It is in the regards
you just mentioned. That's obviously a very
easy difference to fix. W obviously did not
intend to file for Epping until the Ganite
Bridge project was a little further al ong.
And Northern, by filing this petition, has
ki nd of advanced the issue in the tine |ine
for us. W intended to just have this -- |
didn't quite get to the bottom |l ine of what
we hoped for, and that is sinply to have a
schedul e that allows for the RFP process to
proceed and concl ude, which | suspect is a

matter of a few nonths and not anything

13
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| onger.

| f Epping chooses Northern, we
won't file and we wal k away and that issue is
over. So it would be -- we thought it would
be sort of pointless to file a petition now
that would be -- you know, it would have the
timng issue and then withdraw it if we
don't -- aren't selected. |If they do sel ect
us, we would file -- we can certainly file
tonmorrow if you think that is necessary to
trigger the intervention question. But it
seens a procedural step. And | get it.
There is nore than just procedure.

CHAI RMAN HONI GBERG. Al |l ri ght.
W'll circle back to you, M. Epler. Does
M. Kreis or Ms. Ross or M. Maher want to
of fer anything here?

M. Kreis, you look |ike you want
to grab the mc.

MR KREIS: | do. Thank you, M.
Chai rman. Thank you for recognizing ne.

| believe that Liberty does neet
t he standard for intervention. And I think

M. Epler, perhaps inadvertently, did a good
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job of explaining to you why in fact Liberty
Is entitled to intervention. |It's true that
t hey haven't filed their petition. But the
standard for intervention in the statute is
that the petitioner has to state facts
denonstrating that its rights, duties,
privileges, inmmunities or other substanti al
interests nay be -- and the operative word is
"may be" -- affected by the proceeding.
That's clearly the case here. The Conpany,
nmeani ng Li berty, has expl ained that they may,
given how future events turn out, be seeking
a franchise authority in Epping. And their
ability or the desirability fromtheir
st andpoi nt as a business of doing that wll
be affected by the outcone of this
proceedi ng. So the standard is super broad.
And | think they've net it, even though this
Is different than the Hanover-Lebanon
situation where you literally had two
conpeting petitions pending at the sane tine.
CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG.  You read the
| anguage, but then when you explained it, I

think you put the "nmay" in a different place.

15
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You put the "may" in the existence of the
right, duty or privilege, and then said that
will be affected rather than the other way
around. \What is the right, duty and
privilege that may be affected? | get the
second part. | understand how sonet hi ng nay
be affected. But what's that right, duty and
privilege we're tal king about ?

MR KREIS: Wll, it's not just
right, duty and privileges or imunities,
it's "other substantial interests.”

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG.  So you think
it's the "other substantial interests"” then.
And pl ease articulate -- | nean, M. Sheehan
did it, but what's your view of what the
interest is?

MR KREIS: | think that the
Conpany has a substantial interest in the
formof its strategi c busi ness opportunity
that it may or may not be in a position to be
t aken advantage of. And | care about this as
a ratepayer advocate because, A there's case
| aw that says in the electric real mthat

franchi ses aren't necessarily excl usive.
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CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. | wonder ed
when we'd get to that.

MR KREIS: And, B, obviously I
want to get the best deal that | possibly can
for residential utility custoners both in
Eppi ng and outside of Epping. And while I --
I think taking a step back and thi nki ng about
why the Public Utilities Conmm ssion exists in
the first place is useful. And M. Epler
made this point very well. The whol e reason
there are PUCs is because before there were
PUCs, you had these nunicipal franchise
deci si on-maki ng processes that really weren't
in the public interest because they resulted
in sort of municipalities playing thensel ves
of f agai nst each other and extracting
I nappropriate concessions fromutilities.

And frankly -- well, | guess that's all 1"l
say about that.

So this creation of PUCs in the
early 20th Century was designed to create the
very kind of rational decision-making process
that we're enbarked upon here. So, part and

parcel of that is having all the parties
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whose rights, duties, privileges, immunities
or other substantial interests may be
af fected participating here as parties. Mich
of what M. Epler told you really goes to the
merit of whether this petition should be
grant ed and/ or whet her some hypot heti cal
petition fromLiberty should be granted. But
it's clear that if Liberty cares to devote
t he research to doing so, it has the right
ki nd of substantial interests to entitle it
to party status here.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Ms. Ross, does
Staff have a position?

M5. ROSS: Staff does not object to
Li berty's intervention in this case, and we
haven't done any specific analysis on "ot her
substantial interests.” But |I would just
observe that | believe the Comm ssion has
al |l owed conpetitors in nany contexts to
I ntervene in dockets when they have a
potential interest in future business. So I
don't think it's beyond the pale to find that

a future franchise interest would be "and

ot her substantial interests" under our

18
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st andar ds.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG M. Maher,
does the Town have any position?

MR MAHER: The Town woul d support
Li berty's Motion to Intervene. And just to
pi ggyback off of what M. Sheehan and M.
Kreis have said, the Town is |ooking for a
| ong-term partner when it conmes to the
provi sion of natural gas into the town. And
I know from Northern Utilities' application,
it appears that this is part of a nuch | arger
strategy. | believe there are references in
their application that, you know, the idea
here is to build out this distribution system
to reach hundreds, if not thousands, of
potential new custoners. So the Town is
consi dering the potential inpact that this
w Il have upon the commercial and residenti al
properties in the community. It wants to see
as many players at the table as possible.
That's what the purpose of the RFP is, is to
obtain conpetitive proposals. The Town,
knowi ng the | ong-term strategic plans of the

community, as well as the various busi nesses
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in the town and the needs of the town, are in
a particularly unique position to be able to
wei gh and provide sone input to the
Conmmi ssion when it's determ ning whether to
grant a franchi se here.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG M. Epler,
what do you want to respond to here?

MR EPLER: [I'IlIl try to respond to
everything |I've heard so far, if | could.

First of all, I"Il respond to the
argunent of the attorney for Liberty. What

was requested by Liberty can occur w thout

themintervening in this docket. He said two
things. One, he said the intent -- first of
all, they don't oppose our petition. Second,

he said that their interest was inform ng the
Commi ssion of their interests in serving the
town. Well, they've done that. And then
third, they said that their intent is to
respond to the RFP fromthe Town of Epping.
They can do that. So all this can occur

W t hout themintervening in this petition.
They haven't given you an argument as to why

they need to be here in this case, in this

20
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docket .

As to the Consuner Advocate's
argunent that he's looking to try to get the
best deal for the interests that he
represents, | conpletely understand that.

But you don't get that froman intervenor.
You get that if the conpeting party files a
petition for a franchise and puts down on
paper what deal they're going to offer, what
their costs are and what their planned route
is, the areas they plan to serve, the nunber
of custoners, the expertise that they have,
how they're doing the financing, all the
kinds of things that's in our petition. That
deal i ng doesn't occur by soneone intervening
i n our proceeding, where we have laid all of
that out. That's really not fair.

It al so rai ses considerable
concerns we have over confidentiality
because, as our petition indicates, we have
hi ghly confidential cost of service
information that we've provided and ot her
information that we've provided and we' ve

requested confidential treatnment for. And so
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any proceeding that follows this prehearing
conference, technical session and so on, is
going to be fraught, you know, with can we
tal k about that, can we not tal k about this,
and thus it gets to the question of, you
know, interfering wwth the proceedi ng that
al so needs to be taken into account when
considering a Petition to Intervene.

And again, | think the Chairman was
correct in focusing on the first part of the
intervention statute, the rights, duties,
privileges and immunities. And | go back to
what | raised initially. Liberty's ability
to serve Epping is conpletely dependent on
t he success of the Granite Bridge project.
That project is a |long way towards actual ly
exi sting. There's -- ny understandi ng,
there's a procedural schedule that has --

t hat doesn't have hearings before you until
January. And whether or not that gets done
sooner or later, | nean, you know, it's

not -- it's out of our hands. But then
there's the Site Evaluation Commttee, and

t hen you have a substantial construction

22
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period. So, certainly before they have any
possibility of serving Epping, a lot has to
occur .

One other fact that | would like to
put before you is that, although in our
petition we did not ask for expedited
treatnent, since we filed, we've becone aware
that the Departnent of Transportation is
doi ng sone upgradi ng al ong Route 27, about
3500 feet or so of Route 27, along our
proposed route this summer. And if we were
able to take advantage of that construction,
that woul d be a significant savings for our
proposal to be able to lay pipe while they're
doi ng that construction. So there is sonme
ur gency behind our petition now, given the
construction that's occurring this sumrer.

COW SSI ONER BAI LEY: M . Sheehan,
if Liberty is not going to oppose the
petition, what are you going to do?

MR SHEEHAN. As | said, we're
going to wait for the Epping RFP to finish.

I f Epping chooses us, we woul d then oppose

Northern's petition, to the extent it's
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I nconsi stent with Epping s w shes.

What | neant to say when | said
we're not opposing it is that Northern is
certainly a conpany capabl e of serving
Epping. We're not saying they' re not a good
conpany that can provide service. W're just
sayi ng that give the Epping process a chance
to play out. If we are chosen, we will file,
and at that point we would object to Northern

on the basis of the Epping recomendati on.

COWM SSI ONER 3 Al MO | guess ny
question is for M. Epler. [|If and when
Li berty submts a petition, will you
intervening in that docket, in their

pr oceedi ng?

MR EPLER It really depends when
that occurs. And if it were to occur,
woul d assune at that point that there nay be
a Motion to Consolidate the dockets or
sonething like that. |If our docket is noving
al ong, there may be no need for us to do
t hat .

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Il want to

confer wwth nmy coll eagues. W're going to
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take five m nutes.
(Brief recess was taken at 10:57 a.m,
and the hearing resuned at 11: 02 a.m)

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Be seat ed.

M . Sheehan, we're going to deny
your intervention petition for now. W view
the difference between being the type of
i ntervenor you would be today if we granted
intervention status and the status that you
can have as an active nonitor and even sone
| evel of informal participant. But not
havi ng access to confidential information in
either case is not nmuch different today.

Your situation may change. Your status nay
change. And that nay change the nature of
your |evel of participation in this docket.
But that's the decision for today on

i ntervention. But that, again, does not nean
you can't stay for the technical session and
confer wwth the parties, M. Kreis and the
Town and Staff and M. Epler, to make sure

t hat you have the information that you feel
you need to nonitor actively and under st and

what's going on and work with the Town on
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what ever the Town's process is to informthe
Town, as it wants to participate in this.

Anybody have any questions on that
rul i ng?

[ No verbal response]

CHAI RMAN HONI GBERG. Al |l ri ght.
Anyt hing el se we need to do before we hear
the prelimnary positions of the parties?

[ No verbal response]

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Al l right.
Let's start with you, M. Epler, and then
we'll goto M. Maher and M. Kreis and
Ms. Ross.

MR EPLER M. Chairman, if you
can just give ne a mnute. M conputer shut
of f and. ..

Ckay. Thank you, M. Chairnman and
Comm ssioners. The Conpany has subm tted
what it believes to be a very strai ghtforward
petition to expand its franchise territory
into the town of Epping. W currently serve
t he adj acent towns of Brentwood and Exeter
The expansion into Brentwood would bring --

excuse ne -- the expansion into Brentwood
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brought Northern's distribution network to
within a mle of the Epping town line. Qur
current plan is to install slightly |ess than
6 mles of nain along state roads 27 and 125,
i ncl udi ng the comrerci al devel opnent that is
clustered near the intersection of those two
roads. The Conpany believes that there is
significant opportunity to serve residenti al
and commercial custoners in Epping and | ooks
forward to providing services to honeowners
and businesses in the town. The Conpany

beli eves the petition is very nuch in the
public interest. The project neets the
Conpany's di scounted flow analysis and is
econom cal. Expansion of natural gas service
into Epping wll provide econom c benefits to
t he residents and busi nesses.

Il would note, as | indicated
earlier, that although we did not request
expedi ted consideration of the petition,
we' ve becone aware that this summer the
Departnent of Transportation is undertaking
sonme road i nprovenents al ong approxi mately

3500 feet of our proposed route al ong
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Route 27, and there would be significant
savings if we were able to take advantage of
this construction to lay pipe in this area.

We | ook forward to working with
Staff and the OPA in this docket, as well as
with the Town of Epping and other interested
parties, and appreciate your tine this
nor ni ng.

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBERG. W& know you
meant to reference the OCA

MR EPLER: Oh, ny goodness. Yes.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. W knew who
you meant.

MR EPLER: | did nean to do that,
but ny line here on the conputer said "COPA "
and | was dutifully reading what | had
witten. So, ny apol ogies.

MR KREIS: M. Chairnman, we | ove
the O fice of the Public Advocate, our
counterpart in Maine, and we're happy to be
associ ated with them and their good work.

MR EPLER: W all love the Public
Advocate i n Mine.

| al so cane across one m st ake
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that's in our petition on Bates Page 8. The
second paragraph states that the expansion

i nto Brentwood brought Northern's
distribution network to within a mle of the
"Exeter town line." That should read "Epping
town line." So, ny apologies for that. And
t hank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG M. Maher.

MR MAHER: At this tinme, the Town
of Eppi ng doesn't have a position either for
or agai nst the proposal. As has been all uded
to, the Town is going through the RFP
process. It is anticipating receiving
responses from Northern Uilities, at which
time the Town i ntends on review ng those
responses with the Town's utility consultant
and the board fornally neeting to take a
position on the application at that tine.

The Town does not oppose the schedul e right
now as proposed by M. Epler. But the Town
does want to have opportunity to nmake sure it
is able to digest the responses and prepare
prefiled testinony in |ight of those

responses so that they can make their
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posi ti on known before the Comm ssi on.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG M. Kreis.

MR KREIl S: Thank you, M.
Chai rman. Much as the -- nmuch like the Town
of Epping, the Ofice of Consumer Advocate
doesn't have a position either for or against
the petition of Unitil at this tine. As I
said earlier this norning, our concern is
maxi m zi ng benefits to residential utility
custoners and neki ng sure that existing
custoners of a particular utility do not
provi de undue or unfair subsidies to new
custonmers and/ or end up indemifying a
utility for what could prove to be
I mprovi dent busi ness decisions. So that, as
in any docket of this type, is a concern that
we hope to vindicate through the process.

As | suggested earlier, the 1996
deci sion of the New Hanpshire Suprene Court
i n appeal of Public Service Conpany of New
Hanpshire declared that utility franchises
for electric utilities are non-excl usive.
And | think the reasoning in that case is

easily extended to other utilities and ot her
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I ndustries, and so that becones an issue that
we m ght have to vindicate through this case.
And we | ook forward to working with the other
parties in bringing this case to a successful
conclusion that's consistent with the public
I nt er est .

| appreciate the request that
Unitil is nmaking for what is sonething |ike
expedi t ed consi derati on. But | think that,
gi ven the conplexity of the issues in this
case and the various interests that are at
I ssue here, | think the Conmm ssion may not be
able to provide that kind of fast-paced
deci si on- maki ng, and that becones, in
essence, a cost of the regulatory process
t hat gets inposed on the situation.

So |l think that's all | have to
say.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Ms. Ross.

M5. ROSS: Yes, Staff just observes
that in this case there is no anchor tenant
who is conmmtted to taking service. So Staff
will be | ooking carefully at the DCF

anal ysis, as well as assunptions, nodeling
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assunptions regardi ng custonmer acquisition.
And we woul d al so be | ooki ng at how
successful the nodel has been in the past at
predi cting future custoner acquisitions. So
we wi Il be issuing discovery.

And with regard to non-excl usive
franchi ses, we do caution the Comm ssion that
what ever deci sions we make with regard to
di stribution franchi ses should be nmade so
that the systemis economcally efficient,
and that often neans we don't want to
duplicate distribution networks in the sane
area because it becones redundant and
expensi ve. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN HONl GBERG.  All right. |
think that is all we need fromthe prehearing
conf erence, unless there's anything else the
parties need from us.

[ No verbal response]

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. All right. W
will |leave you to your technical session and
adj ourn. Thank you.

(Heari ng concluded at 11:12 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Susan J. Robidas, a Licensed
Short hand Court Reporter and Notary Public
of the State of New Hanpshire, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript of ny stenographic
notes of these proceedi ngs taken at the
pl ace and on the date herei nbefore set
forth, to the best of ny skill and ability
under the conditions present at the tine.

| further certify that | am neither
attorney or counsel for, nor related to or
enpl oyed by any of the parties to the
action; and further, that | amnot a
rel ati ve or enployee of any attorney or
counsel enployed in this case, nor am|

financially interested in this action.

Susan J. Robi das, LCR/ RPR
Li censed Shorthand Court Reporter
Regi st ered Prof essional Reporter
N.H LCR No. 44 (RSA 310-A:173)
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